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Who are we?

PowdertothePeople.org is a community-supported advocacy organization dedicated to
equal public access to public lands, and backcountry safety and etiquette through
outreach, education, communication and collaboration.

We formed in January 2005, primarily in reaction to increasing monopolization of pub Ii,
lands by the Aspen Skiing Co. As snowmobile skiers, we were effectively being shut ou:
of our historical access to the ski runs off Richmond Ridge. Since then, we have been
raising money and awareness of this issue, and promoting backcountry safety and
etiquette so that we can all share our public lands.

What is the issue?

Since 2005, a large part of Richmond Ridge has been off limits to private motorized use
because the Forest Service has been enforcing an obscure rule that allows only groups
with special permits (currently only the Aspen Skiing Co.) to access the area. Last seaso]
the Skico paid a Forest Service ranger to patrol the area regularly; this season
enforcement has been more lax.

Because the provision in the Forest Service plan was implemented long ago and, we
believe, without sufficient public input, we would like to revisit the issue. Just before the
2005-06 season, PowdertothePeople.org and Skico negotiated a "gentlemen's agreement
by which snowmobiles are allowed to access one third of the area previously "closed" ­
the runs on McFarlane's ridge and bowl. But another several hundred acres of mostly
intermediate ski terrain is still off limits - unless you have $315 to pay Skico to take you
there in a snowcat, or you hike.

In March 2005, PowdertothePeople.org applied for and was denied a permit (similar to
what the Skico has) for access to the area. The official reason for denying the permit wa~
that the Forest Service didn't want to deal with a private club; unofficially, the Forest
Service doesn't want to make any decisions on the land until the White River National
Forest Service Travel Management Plan is up for renewal. This plan, which has been
repeatedly delayed for the past two years, came out at the end of July 2006.

Our argument is that a group of responsible users who advocates equal, free access to
public lands, and promotes responsible backcountry use and safety to boot, should be
given equal treatment to the Skico, whose Powder Tours operation caters to the moneyec
elite.

Negotiation continues with both the Aspen Skiing Co. and the Forest Service.

Where is this area we're talking about?




