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Powder truce

Can Skico, backcountry skiers share the stashes on Richmond Ridge?

By Scott Condon
January 21, 2006
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The smile stayed on skier Chris McIntyre's face long
after he bobbed and floated through knee-deep,
virgin powder in McFarlane Bowl on the backside
of Aspen Mountain.

"That was my best run of the year," shouted an
exuberant McIntyre as he approached snowmobiles
that would tow him and his three mates back to the
top for another lap.

"That was unbelievable," McIntyre said. "To be the
first one to go and look down on just totally
untracked snow on that steep terrain was just
beautiful."

Mcintyre and his friends were taking advantage of
10 inches of fresh, light snow that fell Monday
night, Jan. 8. Thirty-six hours after the storm there
were still plenty of powder stashes to be found on
the east side of Richmond Ridge, where McFarlane
Bowl is located, and on the west side, known as
Little Annie's.

It was one of those picturesque days that makes
Colorado tourism promoters giddy. The "severe
clear” blue sky met the unblemished expanses of

The delights of virgin
powder on easily
accessible Richmond .
Ridge have pitted the [
Aspen Skiing Co.'s iy
private powder tours
against some
independent skiers
who feel public land
should be available to
everyone. The two
sides are trying to
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white snow on rolling hills. High snow-packed peaks dominated the views about one mile south of the

Sundeck atop Aspen Mountain.

In addition to Mclntyre's group of six skiers, three snowcats operated by Aspen Mountain Powder Tours
were prowling the area. Each had a load of 11 paying customers and two guides. Nevertheless, the 1,100-
acre area most heavily targeted by backcountry enthusiasts easily absorbed all of the skiers and riders,

who numbered fewer than 50.

Relatively low use of Richmond Ridge ensures powder long after the fluff has been "skied off™ at Ajax,

Snowmass and even Highland Bowl.
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